
CARLISLE PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD MEETING 

 
The Carlisle Parks and Recreation Board held a meeting on September 2, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. at 
Stuart Community Center. The following board members were present: Chairman Bob 
Schmidlein, Whitney Baker, Pam Fowler, Jennifer Love, Katie Maxwell, Eric Oakman and Curtis 
Stevens. Student Liaison, Jarrett Wilson, did not attend. 
 
Borough Council Liaison, Brenda Landis, Public Information Coordinator, Stephanie Taylor, 
Parks and Recreation Director, Andrea Crouse, and Parks and Recreation Secretary, Melinda 
Hench, were also in attendance. 
 
Six guests attended, including Dan Hockersmith, Jason Turner, Robert Mowery, Michael Dyson 
and John W. 
 
CALL TO ORDER  
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Bob Schmidlein at 7:06 p.m.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Fairground Avenue Linear Park  
Chairman Schmidlein welcomed guests, and Director Crouse summarized progress on the 
Fairground Avenue Park project. Staff has been pleased with the amount of public feedback 
received through Engage Carlisle and last month’s door-to-door canvassing in the Fairground 
Avenue area. FSA, Inc. has been approved by Borough Council to design the linear park. Staff is 
planning to hold an on-site visit and public meeting at the skate spot site for board members 
and the public to view FSA’s preliminary design and offer input. FSA is consulting with Arment 
Concrete, a builder of skate parks.  
 
Comments from skateboarders in attendance focused on designing the skate spot in a way that 
creates a good flow for the users. They emphasized limiting the number of features based on 
the space available. For longevity and functionality, quality products and proper drainage were 
stressed. Andrea invited guests to submit detailed specifications which she will pass on to FSA, 
Inc. 
 
Brenda Landis explained why there is an aggressive timeline for the linear park project. The 
park must be built by June 30, 2022 in order to take advantage of a $300,000 matching grant 
from DCNR. Since the grant was originally awarded, several issues have held up progress on the 
project, including the pandemic and a delay in conveyance of Lots A and D from Carlisle Events 
to the Borough of Carlisle. Now that the land has been turned over to the borough, the project 
can proceed. 
 
Andrea explained the municipal bid process. A designer writes specifications for the project, 
and the job is put out for bid to builders. The borough must choose the lowest responsible 
bidder. Staff is seeking additional funds for the project. 



Staff is also seeking public input about amenities for the park area at Lot D. Inclusive play 
equipment, adaptive basketball courts and adult fitness equipment have been common 
suggestions. 
 
REVIEW OF PREVIOUS MINUTES 
Minutes of the August 5, 2021 meeting were approved.                                           Fowler/Maxwell 
 
DIRECTOR’S REPORT  
Memorial Park Community Meeting 
Andrea reported on the community meeting held at Memorial Park on July 14. Litter was a 
major concern of the residents. Although trash receptacles exist, and maintainers groom the 
park twice a week, litter accumulates on the ground daily. As a result of the meeting, a local 
pastor volunteered to organize church members to pick up litter one day a week through 
October. 
 
Residents also complained about people loitering near the park and using marijuana. Citizens 
asked if more programs could be offered. Staff began to consider what types of programming 
could be offered, and several opportunities arose.  
 
Praise in the Park 
For many years, Rev. Ivy Berry had organized free gospel concerts at Memorial Park during the 
summer. Andrea recently contacted Ivy to suggest resuming the concerts. Along with Carlisle 
Bridge Builders, Ivy has organized “Praise in the Park” for Memorial Park on Saturday, October 
23, from noon to 3:00 p.m. Waggoner’s United Methodist Church offered to provide free 
chicken dinners. 
 
Walk with a Doc 
Staff is partnering with Pennsylvania’s DCNR to hold “Walk with a Doc” at Memorial Park on 
September 19 at 3:30 pm. Participants will walk with local pediatrician, Dr. Holly Hoffman, from 
Memorial Park to Heberlig-Palmer Park and back again. Dr. Hoffman will answer questions 
about COVID-19 and vaccine safety. 
 
Flu Shot Clinics 
Flu shot clinics, hosted by Walmart, will be held at Stuart Community Center on Wednesday, 
September 29 from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. and at Memorial Park on Saturday, October 2, from 10:30 
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
 
Lincoln Cemetery 
Andrea announced that Lincoln Cemetery is now on the Cumberland County Register of Historic 
Places. A plaque will be installed at the park once the Lincoln Cemetery Committee chooses a 
location for the plaque. 
 
 
 



NEW BUSINESS  
Fall Parks and Recreation Programs 
Registration is now open for fall recreation programs. The Fall Program Brochure is available. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Seven Gables Park 
There has been a complaint about dogs running off-leash at Seven Gables. Also, a tent was 
spotted in the woods. Policing at Seven Gables is provided by the State Police and coordinated 
through South Middleton Township. 
 
Shade Tree Commission 
Staff is working on the borough’s Fall Street Tree Planting. A half dozen applications were 
received from property owners who wish to have street trees planted. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Following a motion, the meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.                        Oakman/Baker 
 
The next meeting of the Parks and Recreation Board is scheduled for October 7, 2021 at 7:00 
p.m. at Stuart Community Center. Any member who is unable to attend is asked to notify 
Andrea Crouse.   


